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Abstract

Critical Review on Shiratori Kurakichi's Study on

Origin of Old Joseon
Cho, Won-chin

The core argument of Shiratory Kurakichi’s research on Dangun implies
that Taebaeksan upon which Hwnung descended is the current Myohyangsan,
and that the Dangun myth seemed to be created by a monk, in relation to
the Buddhist culture. He suggests that the term Danmok(#8AK) was derived
from Udujeondan(4-58jf4#), a Buddhist scripture and the Dangun myth was
created during the period of King Jangsu, when the national power of
Koguryo was at its zenith, after Buddhism was transmitted to Koguryo. In
'Samgukyusa( =[5 5%),, Dangun is, however, recorded ‘tH7’, not ‘‘}&
#’, and the term ‘Udu’ had been already verified, even before the
transmission of Buddhism. In addition, it is difficult to historically identify
Taebaeksan appearing in”Samgukyusa( = [;& =) as Myohyangsan.

Shiratory just briefly remarked that the theory of Kija Joseon was
derived from the immigration of a person from Yeon(#), in explaining the
background of the theory as the origin of Old Joseon. Shiratory rejected that
Kija had become a king of Joseon, which does not seem to be significantly
different from the opinion of the contemporary academic circle in Korea.
However, Shiratory did not only reject the Kija Dongrae, but also believed
that the names of King Bu and King Jun came from”Yeokgyeong(#%);.
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Moreover, he first described the history of Hansagun in™Manjuyeoksajiri(iif
MRS ), indicating that in fact, he rejected the history of the Old
Joseon era. Then, [Joseonbandosa(Afii=f: 5 5)and TJoseonsa(HAfE5),,
written by Japanese governmental scholars, do not deal with the history and
origin of the Old Joseon era, but first described the history of Hansagun.

It is, however, difficult to recognize that the names of Old Joseon kings
were borrowed from'Yeokgyeong(Z#%),, only based on the similarity of
several letters. Although Old Joseon kings were recorded as descendants of
Kija due to the next generation’s embellishment in” Wiryakjand TSamgukjij,
it may be difficult to reject the historicity of King Bu and King Jun, both
of whose specific substance was recorded.

Shiratory Kurakichi‘s research rejecting the history of Dangun and Old
Joseon gives an important suggestion on how Japanese modern scholars

distorted the Korean history.

Key Words : Old joseon, Dangun, Kia, Dangunjoseon, Kijajoseon, Shiratori
Kurakichi
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